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He is Risen Indeed! 

Welcome to River Valley Community Church and Happy Easter! You will 
find lots of interesting and exciting things in this first edition and we hope 
that you read something that makes you smile, makes you think, makes you 
thankful or even makes you laugh.  
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Christian apologetics 
(Greek: ἀπολογία, "verbal 

defense, speech in defense")
[1] is a field of Christian 

theology which attempts to 
present a rational basis for the 
Christian faith, defending the 

faith against objections.
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Shout Outs from our Shepherds 

 
Easter is a great joy.  Morning services - often outdoors with 
beauty to take in with your church family.  Uplifting music. 
 Guests to meet and welcome.  Old friends to worship alongside.  I 
love Easter for all that and... the number of lives I've gotten to see 
transformed by Jesus Christ, the risen Savior! 

But when I think of that first Easter morning - when nobody got 
up anticipating worship and so many were still actively grieving 
the loss of their mentor and Lord - I think of a different kind of 
joy.  Women met Jesus alive again!  He chose to reveal Himself to 
those who had humbly served and followed.  They worship Him 
and receive news to pass along to the disciples.  His closest friends 
hear from trusted friends that Jesus... is... alive!  Some freeze in 
awe while others sprint to see for themselves.  Jesus Christ, Son of 
God and Savior of all who believe Him and His words, is alive 
indeed!  Unlike other resurrection moments in history, this one 
alone is unique because He remains alive forever. 

Their friend and leader who was dead is alive again!  How 
personally enjoyable to see Him again. And how bolstering to their 
faith is seeing Him alive just as He promised.  So they continued 
to follow Him and to tell others about Him.  And so should we! 
 Happy Easter!  Let's celebrate!!! 

Pastor Phillip 
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Phillip McClure is the Lead 
Pastor. A native of Kentucky, 
Phillip and family have lived 
in Arkansas since ‘93 and in 
Fort Smith since December 
2002. He has been married 
to Theresa for 25 years and is 
father of seven children, 
from 13-32. His passion for 
River Valley is a strong, 
healthy church focused and 
reliant on the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 
His spare time includes 
serving as a Boy Scout 
leader, occassionally playing 
disc golf, and game nights 
with family and friends.



SPRING QUARTER RIVER VALLEY NEWSLETTER

The Case for Christ
by: Lee Strobel 

Book Review 

by: Bo Loftis 

When I was asked to write a newsletter article for the first 
quarterly RVCC newsletter, I reluctantly agreed. But when my wife 
told me the subject of the newsletter would be apologetics, it 
struck me as a great opportunity to pick up a book I’ve been 
wanting to read for a very long time—The Case For Christ by Lee 
Strobel. I thought it would be a good idea to report on it for others 
who also may not have had a chance to read Strobel’s popular 
work. First published in 1988, the book is certainly not new, but 
may still give us guidance as we ask tough questions about our 
faith in the coming weeks and months through our apologetic 
teaching series. 

In The Case for Christ, Strobel attempts to use his experience as a 
courtroom journalist to build a solid case verifying that the Holy 
Bible’s teachings about Jesus Christ as the Son of God are indeed 
accurate. Strobel conducts his investigation by interviewing 
thirteen evangelical scholars, including historians, theologists, 
archeologists, and medical doctors, to name a few. Strobel uses 
the interviews as building blocks, with each particular expert 
proving or disproving certain claims made about Christ, made by 
both skeptics and believers. For example, the first interview takes 
place with Dr. Craig Blomberg, scholar and author of The 
Historical Reliability of the Gospels, and Strobel attempts to 
determine whether the gospels can be trusted as accurate 
eyewitness accounts of the life of Jesus. Other topics covered 
through the interviews include whether the gospels were reliably 
preserved, the amount of evidence of Jesus’ existence outside the 
gospels, and what archaeology can tell us about Jesus, as well as 
many others. 

One thing I particularly enjoyed about the book was Stobel’s use of 
modern day crime stories at the beginning of each chapter as an 
introduction to explain the significance of the particular topic that 
he was about to address. For example, Strobel correlates the story 
of Thomas Jennings, the first man to be convicted in America 
based largely upon fingerprint evidence (found on a handrail that 
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the victim had painted earlier that day) with his efforts to determine whether the Jesus of the gospels 
matches the identity of the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. I also enjoyed Strobel’s personal 
interaction with each of the interviewees. After almost every interview, Strobel asks the scholar in 
question what impact his historical research has had on his personal faith. Without exception, of 
course, each describes how their research has bolstered their own faith. However, especially 
interesting was the response of Dr. Blomberg, who reminded Strobel that “The Bible considers it 
praiseworthy to have a faith that does not require evidence. Remember how Jesus replied to doubting 
Thomas: ‘You believe because you see; blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.’” 

Critics of the book claim that Strobel was not an atheist when he wrote the book, so his claims of 
being an atheist on a quest for truth cannot be believed. It is true that Strobel had already been 
converted when he wrote the book. However, he was indeed an atheist when the interviews were 
conducted. It is also important to note what the book does not contain. I expected to find a wealth of 
information referencing ancient documents, photographs, and the like. These things were referenced 
by the interviewees, but were not contained in the book itself. As a reference, Strobel does cite a 
majority of the sources mentioned. This makes the book flow much smoother, but the reader should 
understand that someone on a serious quest to prove the veracity of the Bible’s claims about Jesus 
would have to go and check these other sources herself for a firsthand review. 

In conclusion, The Case for Christ is a very interesting examination of the claims of the Bible about 
Jesus from a scholarly, historically perspective. While the book certainly doesn’t have all the answers 
to skeptics (or true believers for that matter) questions concerning Jesus, it does give us a frame of 
reference as to how we should go about seeking the answers to these questions. I encourage anyone 
who wants to know more about the factual evidence of Christ’s life on earth to read The Case for 
Christ. 
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Calling all mothers... 
by: Quinn Loftis 

It's Easter morning. The clothes have been 
carefully ironed and laid out for each member 
of the family. Waiting, so invitingly on the 
dining room table, is the hot breakfast that will 
nourish their growing bodies. Worship music is 
playing in the background, creating a reverent 
and reflective mindset, preparing your adoring 
family for this special spring day at 
church...Wait...What???  

If this is your home, can I come live you with 
you...and bring my family? I'm not saying that 
this family bliss is not something to strive for. 
And if you are just this on top of things, can I 
please just touch your apron to see if it will rub 
off on me? More than likely, however, the 
reality is your Easter morning looks a little 
more like mine: 

There's a crying infant as your background 
music, instead of that uplifting Christian stuff. 
The clothes you intended to iron are in the 
washer...still wet because you forgot to put 
them in the dryer the night before because once 
the kids were in bed and the house finally quiet, 
you were actually able to sit down for longer 

than three minutes without someone asking you 
handle a life ending emergency. You wanted to 
get up and handle the long list of things on your 
plate but…you kind of fell asleep instead. That 
hot breakfast is actually Lucky Charms cereal 
that you pour in a cup, without milk because 
your child doesn't want milk, and as you're 
pouring you are reminding him not to eat just 
the marshmallows. Meanwhile the background 
baby crying music has turned to screaming for 
that bottle that you started to make but got side 
tracked because you realized that the Easter 
baskets somehow didn't make it to the dining 
room table to be "found.” So you scurry away to 
somehow get daddy to put them on the front 
porch without being seen, and explain that for 
some reason that is just where the baskets got 
left this year. Crisis averted...the bottle is made, 
the infant it sucking it down and you still 
haven't showered. So you pass the little one off 
to daddy and yell to the older one to get dressed 
in "Easter Clothes" and then jump in the 
shower, all the while running through the list of 
available clothes you can wear for your Easter 
dress since what you planned to wear is sour 
and wet.  

By the time you hit the door, after putting on 
your fourth outfit, because the first two where 
too dark, and the third was too casual, you've 
decided that God will just be happy that you 
aren't naked. Diaper bag is packed...you hope. 

Your oldest child is dressed and at least he did 
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find pants that aren't from last Spring so they 
don't look like really bad male Capri’s, and hubs 
has started the car, gotten the drool factory 
tucked away in his car seat, the older one 
buckled in with the belt actually across his 
shoulder, and is waiting in the driveway. All you 
have to do is get in the car, buckle up, and let 
out the breath you have been holding since you 
woke up.  

Okay, so that is more my speed on any given 
Sunday, not just Easter. I want to be one of 
those super moms that keeps her cool, has the 
clothes ready, breakfast cooked, quiet time 
done, and is singing Rise and Shine with a smile 
on her face. Those of you who know me are 
laughing because you know I'm as likely to sing 
Rise and Shine in the morning as I am to 
wrestle an alligator blindfolded. But I promise 
there is good news in the midst of my lack of 
morning coordination and tact. What could it 
possibly be, you ask? The good news is that 
while I am so incredibly scattered, a little (lot) 
emotional, slightly (very) overwhelmed and a 
teeny wee bit (over and above) tired...God is 
NOT.  

Just as he was in control 2,000 years ago at the 
cross, and at the tomb when the stone was 
rolled away, he is still in control in my house 
with my Lucky Charms, wet clothes, forgotten 
Easter baskets and screaming infant 
background music. He is still God and he cares 
about me and all that I am doing on this Easter 
morning, just as much as he cared on that first 
Easter morning. I am so thankful that we have a 
God powerful enough to defeat death, and 
loving enough to care about life, in all its messy 
details.  

This mothers prayer:  

Thank you God for giving us 
your son Jesus. Thank you 
that he willingly died on the 

cross for our sins, and thank you even more that 
he did not stay dead. He rose again, defeating 
death and giving us the ultimate gift of life with 
you. Help me to remember this gift when life 
gets hectic and begins to feel out of control. 
Forgive me Lord when I take my eyes off of you 
and focus on things that should come second. 
Help me to remember the little eyes that are 
watching me, and the little ears that are 
listening so that I might always be an example 
to them of your love, your faithfulness, and your 
mercy. !  

River Valley Youth 

Taking A Stand 

BY ELISE MCCLURE 

Being a Christian can be hard, especially for 
teenagers.  Students in public schools are very 
condescending towards anyone who is different, 
and Christians are certainly different from this 
world.  There is a girl who goes to Southside 

that I’m going to call Amy.  She mocked my 
sister persistently for a long time for being a 
virgin.  Amy said that my sister’s husband 
wouldn’t appreciate it if she was still a virgin 
when she got married.  Another student said 
that they wanted to get our brother to smoke 
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"To be a teenage Christian in this society, we 

have to be willing to stand up for ourselves and 

for God. "
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weed by the end of the year.  Peer pressure 
makes it extremely hard to hold on to your 
Christianity as a teen in our society.   

And the pressures of this world begin at an 
early age. My sister is a sixth grade teacher and 
she has come home with many stories of her 
students doing things like smoking, cursing, 
and letting bad influences into their lives.  What 
is worse is that most of the parents just don’t 
care.  They let their kids run off and do 
whatever they want.  To be a teenage Christian 
in this society, we have to be willing to stand up 
for ourselves and for God.  We have to take the 
pain we have now, knowing it will all be 
forgotten when we go to live with God in 
heaven. 

 Although it can seem like Christianity is 
too difficult to be worth the reward, it isn’t.  It is 
tough, but it will be worth it in the end.  2 
Corinthians 4:17 says, “For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”  
There are more good things that come from 
being a Christian than there are bad.  We will all 
eventually go to heaven and live with God 
forever.  Is there anything better than that?  
And now I want to leave you with one more 
word of encouragement.  Revelation 21:4 says, 
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.”  Even 
though it is hard to persevere in your faith as a 
teen, it is possible with God’s help and it will be 
well worth it in the end.!  

What's to Come... 
Beginning Easter Sunday RVVC will start a new 
series called "Say What?! The Miraculous and 
Messy Realities of our Faith"  

The series will be addressing 7 core questions or 
objections to our faith.   

The series will be 7 weeks, starting Easter where 
we will be looking at how a dead man can come 
to life.   

Books that will help you dig deeper through this 
study: Without a Doubt: answering the 20 
toughest Faith Questions by Ken Samples, 
Tough Topics: Biblical answers to 25 
challenging questions and Tough Topics 2 by 
Sam Storms, The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel, 
Can a Man Live without God by Ravi Zacharias.    

Fun Stuff for the kids, 

young and old(er) 

Resurrection Rolls 

A great way to explain the resurrection 

to your kids and have fun as well. 

Ingredients: 

1 can refrigerated crescent roll dough 
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8 large marshmallows 

Melted butter 

Cinnamon 

Sugar 

Instructions: 

Give each child one triangle shaped section of 
crescent roll. This represents the tomb. 

Each child takes one marshmallow which 
represents the body of Christ. 

Dip the marshmallow in the butter and roll in 
cinnamon and sugar mixture. This represents 
the oils and spices the body was anointed with 
upon burial. 

Lay the marshmallow on the dough and 
carefully wrap it around the marshmallow. 

Make sure all seams are pinched together well. 
(Otherwise the marshmallow will "ooze" out of 
the seams)  

Bake according to package directions. 

Cool. 

Break open the tomb and the body of Christ is 
no longer there!!Celebrate God's love! 

Paid in Full Coin Covered Cross 

   Materials Needed: 

• Copper paint (or your choice of metallic 
paint) 

• Wood cross (or firm cardboard)  

• paint brush  

• coins (your choice)  

• glue 

Instructions: 

Go through your purses, cars, piggy banks, in 
between couch cushions and gather up your 
pennies, the shiny ones are great, but tarnished 
is fine too, after all Jesus came to save us all, 
not just the "lovely" ones.  

Next, paint your wooden cross using the 
metallic paint. Let the cross dry. 

Then lay out your coins and figure out if you 
want all the heads showing or tails, or mix 
matched. You can also decide if you want all 
pennies, or if you want to add a different coin 
like shown in the picture above. 

Last step, glue the coins onto your cross. Since 
the cross is painted it allows you to decide just 
how many coins you want to put on it, fully 
covered or more thinly dispersed. Then let it 
dry. You can add a hanger to the back to make it 
easily displayable.  

Jelly Bean Prayer Jar Craft 
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The poem reads: 
Red is for the blood He gave. 
Green is for the grass He made. 
Yellow is for the sun so bright. 
Orange is for the edge of night. 
Black is for the sins we made.  
White is for the grace He gave. 
Purple is for His hour of sorrow. 
Pink is for a new tomorrow. 
And handful of jelly beans, 
Colorful and sweet, 
Is a prayer, a promise, 
A loved one’s treat! 
Happy Resurrection Sunday! 

To make the jelly bean jars you need: 
• a jar (I recycled a Starbucks bottle) 
• jelly beans 
• Jelly Bean Prayer cards 
• ribbon 
Directions: Fill the jar with jelly beans. Attach 
the poem using the ribbon. This makes a great 
little gift for your little ones on Easter. Plus, it is 
a great illustration of our risen Savior!  

To Print off the Jelly Bean Prayer cards you can 
visit this site, or make your own. 

http://www.mamajenn.com/MamaJenn/
JellyBeanPrayer.html 

This is a great way to keep your kids focused 
on the Risen Savior 

On Resurrection Sunday give your little one an 
Easter basket with a Christian theme. Here are 
some ideas of what to put in your basket. Be 
sure to explain the meaning of each item to your 
little one! 

A Lamb: This represents the Lamb of God who 
came to take away our sin. 

Rock candy: This represents the stone that 
was rolled away. 

Chocolate coins: This reminds us of the 30 
pieces of silver. 

Jelly Beans: Attach the jelly bean poem as a 
cute illustration of our risen Savior!  

An empty plastic egg: This is a reminder of 
the empty tomb. Write "He is Risen" on the 
outside of the egg.  

Story books: Choose books that represent the 
true story of Easter.  
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Resurrection 
Themed Easter 

Basket

http://www.mamajenn.com/MamaJenn/JellyBeanPrayer.html

